Cathy Orzolek-Kronner PhD                                         FYS Course: 1174-01

McDaniel College - Hill Hall 319                                T/TH  9:40-11:10, W 10:20-11:20

Office Phone:410-857-2535                                        corzolek@mcdaniel.edu

                                       Private Troubles or Public Issues?
In this course, students will examine social issues from both a micro as well as macro perspective. Through readings, documentaries, films, classroom discourse, and observation, students will better understand the origins  of phenomenon such as poverty and homelessness,  accessibility to healthcare, eating disorders and childhood obesity, bullying and the escalation of anger and aggression among youth today. While the class aims to explore a range of theoretical explanations pertaining to such topics,  students will also be introduced to social advocacy and action as a means to address  both historical as well as  contemporary  problems.  Students will also consider how the social media may help or hinder these issues. Students will be encouraged to think critically , and  identify the ethical issues that accompany  these situations.

Course Objectives:

1. To understand the interplay between the individual and society in the development and maintenance , and/or resolution of  problems.

2. To identify the reciprocal relationship between private troubles and public issues. 

3. To further develop critical thinking skills through  research, oral arguments, and classroom discourse.

4. To strengthen written communication through both high stakes and low stakes writing assignments. 

5. To enhance self awareness pertaining to personal values and personal bias as we explore controversial subjects.  

6. To recognize and appreciate the differences and unique perspectives each student brings to the classroom environment.

7. To successfully integrate into the McDaniel community, become familiar with campus and community resources, and establish routine practices that will ensure academic, social, and professional promise. 

Course Expectations 

Students are expected to arrive to all classes on time, and prepared to engage in the process of learning. It is expected that students will have completed the assigned readings prior to the start of class. All assignments must be handed in the day that they are due by the due date. Please staple all written assignments prior to submitting them. Naturally, there is some leniency in the event of unexpected circumstances, but please know that a positive pattern lies the foundation for educational success. 

Grading Criteria:
Classroom Attendance and Participation                                      10%

Research Paper (1st draft)                                                               15%

Research Paper (2nd draft)                                                              15%

Final Research Paper                                                                       10%

Debate                                                                                                   15%

Social Action Group Project                                                              20%

Final Exam                                                                                           15%

Academic Honesty
It is expected that students adhere to all aspects of the McDaniel College Honor Code. 

Special Circumstances and Learning Differences

If you identify as a student with special learning needs or learning differences, please bring this to the attention of the professor in a timely manner. Students are encouraged to connect with Student Academic Support Services (SASS) to ensure that  proper accommodations are put in place. 

Unit I: The Intersection Between Person and Environment and Case to Cause to Cure

This unit provides  the foundation for viewing problems through the social systems perspective. In essence, this position holds that the interaction between micro, mezzo, and macro systems can both increase or decrease social functioning depending on the overarching ideology as well as relationships between and among various systems. The Dual Perspective will be highlighted and students will consider how issues of difference as well as environmental contexts shape the lives of individuals.  Students will  be invited to think critically and creatively about ways in which social problems can be prevented, minimized,  or eliminated altogether. 

The first social problem students will study is homelessness and poverty. Factors leading to homelessness will be considered and homelessness as a "choice" will be contemplated. 

Required Reading:  The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls

                                     (To be completed by September 9)

Library Reserves:      Douclas, A. (1996). Rethinking the effects of homelessness on  

                                        children: Resiliency and competency. Child Welfare.LXXV, 

                                        (6), 741-751.

                                     Goldstein,g.& Luther, J. (2008). A preliminary classification 

                                        sys em for homeless veterans with mental illness.

                                       Psychological Studies,5, (1), 36-48.

                                     Williams, M. (2004). A variety of social factors causes

                                         homelessness. Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center.
Unit II: What's a Good Childhood?

Most people would agree that in general, parents want the best for their children, and try their best to create these conditions. But, what is best for their children? In this unit, we will grapple with evidence based  ideas , observations, and experiences that may help us to answer this question.  Issues such as bullying (including cyber bullying), childhood obesity, child abuse and neglect  and other types of childhood trauma will be discussed.  In addition, exposure to violence through television, video games, and music will be explored. 

Required Reading :  Ordinary Resurrection by Jonathan Kozol (To be completed 

                                      by  September 21)

                                      Nineteen Minutes by Jodi Picoult  (To be completed by 

                                       September 30_)

Library Reserves:       Almond,L. (2008). Technology provides new forms of

                                         bullying .Opposing Viewpoints.

                                       Anderson, C., Ihpri, N. Bushman,B. & Rothstein,H. (2010)

                                         Violent video game effects on aggression, empathy, and 

                                         prosocial behavior in eastern and western countries: A

                                         meta analytic review.  Psychological Bulletin, 136,(2),

                                         151-173.

                                        Currie, J.& Spatz, W. (2010). Long-term consequences of

                                           abuse and neglect on economic well-being. Child

                                           Maltreatment,15(2), 111-120.

                                         Espego, R. (2003). Bullying among youth is a serious

                                           problem. Opposing Viewpoints.

                                                                  Assignment
                                     Debate 1:  Family Preservation vs. Foster Care (Sept. 9)

                                      Debate 2:  Is Corporal Punishment Okay?  (Sept. 14)

                                      Debate 3:  Should Social Skills be Taught in School? (Sept.

                                                           21)

                                       Debate 4: Do Schools have a Responsibility to Address 

                                                          Cyber-Bullying? (Sept.27)

Unit III: Our Knowledge of Gender: What We Know, How We Know, When We 

              Know, Why We Know, Who Am I?

In this unit, we will examine gender from as both a private as well as public expression of self. We will identify social problems that are disproportionately represented such as eating disorders, partner violence, and specific psychiatric disorders. We will also look at sexual identity development and the impact of differences.  This unit will predominately focus on media messages. Two films will be presented depicting media images as well as media messages that  can strongly influence our lives. 

Library  Reserves:     Hesse-Biber, S., Leavy, P., Quinn, C. & Zoino, J. (2006).

                                         The mass marketing of disordered eating and eating                                                       

                                           disorders: The social psychology of women, thinness

                                          and culture. Women's Studies International Forum,29

                                          208-224.

                                         Klein, J. (2006). Cultural capital and high school bullies.

                                           Men and Masculinities, 9,(1), 53-75.

                                                               Assignment
                                       Debate 5; Should there be a Weight Standard ? (Oct. 7)

                                       First Draft of Research Paper is Due: (Oct.14)
Unit IV: Healthcare

In this unit, we will review the state of healthcare in this country.  It is common knowledge that a notable number of working Americans do not have healthcare coverage. We will explore both the private and public consequences related to the uninsured. In addition, we will investigate controversial issues in healthcare such as stem cell research, therapeutic  cloning,  and medical research studies. 

Required Reading: My Sister's Keeper  (To be completed by October 28)

Library Reserves:    Hollinger, D. (2005). Embryonic stem cell research is not 

                                      ethical. Opposing Viewpoints.
                                    Singer, P. (2001). Research using embryos is acceptable.

                                        Opposing Viewpoints.

                                                                    Assignment

                                   Debate 6: Who Should Pay for Healthcare? I it a Right or a 

                                     Privilege? (Oct. 22)

                                     Debate 7: Is  Stem Cell Research Ethical? (Nov.4) 

Unit V: Student Selected Topics

 This unit includes student directed topics.  Students will work in groups of             three  with the task of identifying an issue that can be considered from both  a private and public perspective. Students will present the issue as well as propose an action plan  for change. Students are asked to identify a reading for the class to share and serve as a catalyst for engagement with the topic. A list of topics and dates will be established by the third week of class and posted. 

Required Reading: To be Determined 

                                      Social Action Group Project (SAGP) 1; (Nov.11)

                                      SAGP  2; (Nov.16)

                                       SAGP 3: (Nov.18)

                                       SAGP 4: Nov.23)

                                       SAGP 5:( Nov.30)

                                      2nd Draft  of Research Paper is Due (Nov. 9)
Unit 6; Private Troubles or Public Issues?

             The semester will conclude with a presentation of post modern ideas as influenced by Michael Focoult. Students will be introduced to social deconstruction and social construction. Students will be challenged to look at some of these social phenomenon from this perspective and create a new understanding of these concepts. 

Required Reading:

                                    3rd Draft of Research Paper is Due: (Dec. 2)
Criteria for Assignments 

Research Paper

Each student will select an issue that interests him/her and fully investigate all aspects of the issue through the use of evidence based research. One may select an issue that was introduced in class or another issue as long as it has been approved by the professor. Students may not research the same topic for both the research paper and social action group project. 

Students are required to submit a 5-6 page review of the literature on a selected topic. The paper should be written in APA format and follow all the rules of good grammar.  Students should begin with a definition of the topic followed by a rationale of its importance for study. The literature review should include a neutral presentation of of all sides of the issue. It is also helpful to provide historical data, relevant statistics, and existing theories related to the issue. It is most important to write this as a research paper, and not an opinion paper, thus do not use the voice of the first person. This paper may be submitted three times, although some students may achieve a satisfactory grade by the second submission and choose not to submit a third time. One must  earn at least a "B"  on the second draft in order to bypass a resubmission. Students may use statistics from government websites, and data from organizations connected to the issue however, students must draw the bulk of information included in the paper from scholarly sources. At least seven citations from peer reviewed journals or book chapters must be included in the text of the paper. Points will be deducted if there are less than seven scholarly references within the paper. Students are encouraged to schedule an appointment with our library liaison Sally Jones, for assistance with finding empirical literature if one's initial attempts are unsuccessful. 

Debate

Most topics selected to study in this course raise issues  pertaining to personal values, ethical positions, and social influences. In essence, the issues make excellent topics for debate. In this assignment, students are asked to assume a position, and make a rational argument for supporting or opposing a particular intervention.  Positions on the issue may be randomly assigned. This exercise is mostly concerned with practicing the skills of  rhetoric  rather than supporting a personal position. Students will be evaluated on their knowledge of the topic, integration of literature in their arguments, and responsiveness to questions. Feedback from student cohorts will be elicited and considered as part of the grade. 

Social Action Group Project

This assignment requires students to work in groups of two to three around  a social problem. Students may acquire information from the literature as well as community outreach. If students would like to learn more about their topic from an experiential position, it is highly likely that this can be arranged as long as the professor is alerted well in advance of the due date. For example,if students would like to enhance their understanding of inadequate health coverage, an abbreviated service learning project in this regard can most likely be arranged. 

Final Exam

the end of the semester, students will participate in a comprehensive examination of the course objectives. The format of this exam has not yet been determined. 
